Ukulele Tricks with Tommy Connor
Preparation
Come prepared by reading the notes below and knowing these two chord shapes very well. "Very well" means you can play them with your eyes closed and your hands behind your back! :)  The class will begin and end with a live performance that illustrates the principles being taught. We will actually try various concepts together —in class. (Students who refuse to participate will be asked to stand in the corner with their ukulele between their knees. It could be awkward... )        
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#1 Nails
If you are picking or strumming with the fingers of your right hand (as opposed to using  a pick), the shape and smoothness of your nails will affect the quality and timbre of your sound. So file them smoothly. Everyone's playing style and nails can be a little different, so experiment with the shape of your nails also. Your left hand nails should of course always be kept short.

#2 Picks
Picks make a simple but welcome addition to your ukulele toolbox.

Picks are an easy way to add variety to your sound.

Picks can help to add percussive effects.

Picks can augment percussive effects.

You can use store-bought or homemade picks to add variety.

Get your free Tommy pic at today's class.  

#3 Melodic chording
Adding melodic elements to your chord sequences can improve both your song and instrumental music. 

Just add enough melody. Do not overdo it.

Consider the notes that are common in adjacent chords.

Consider fingering that is easy to implement.

Pluck or strum different strings as needed -- to emphasize particular notes at certain times. Keeping a loose wrist will help with that. 

You can use melodic chording as an introduction, as a break, or at the close of a tune.
Experiment and enjoy your playing!
